America Needs a Mustang Museum

“Gee, Grandpa, you once owned an
early Mustang?”’, my young grandson
asked me.

“Sure did! A real pretty one, too.
Your grandmother and I used to drive it
to local car shows. Sometimes we'd see
as many as 150 Mustangs, all at one
time””.

“Wow, Grandpa. That’s incredible!
Especially now since we’ve passed the
tum of the century. There aren’t many
of them left anymore. I once saw pic-
tures of them in an old magazine you
had in the attic. It's a shame there’s
nowhere to go to see abunch of them”.

“] know. We should have done
something to put a few of them away in
a museum. If only we had thought of
that back in the '80’s. Maybe we’d have
a nice collection of them somewhere to
go see”.
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Hold on, “‘the turn of the century’’?
Is this the ghost of Mustangs in the Fu-
ture, or Mustangs Past? Will there come
a day when our grandchildren will only
hear about our beloved Mustangs, and
never see them, like today’s grand-
parentsdescribing their Model T Fords?

Our hobby needs an individual, or
group of individuals, to start planning
now, for a National Mustang Museum.
Presently, Shelby enthusiast Rick Nagel
is years ahead of us. He soon plans to
open his Museum of Shelby American
History in Dallas. Rick has spent years
preparing an assortment of beautifully
refurbished Shelby models, from the
GT350 to the GT40, and beyond. Why
aren’t we Mustangers doing the same
thing?

Is there anyone today willing to un-
dertake such a noble challenge? Would
Mustang clubs across the country sup-
port the building of such a showcase?
This would be the ultimate labor of love
in our hobby: Build a living memorial to
Ford’s original ponycar. Wouldn't it be
fantastic?

Imagine this for a moment: Over the
doorways as we enter our new
museum are three foot high pony and
tribar emblems. As we walk inside, a
bright red early 1964 Mustang con-
vertible attracts our attention. Signs
greet us, “Welcome to the National
Mustang Museum, erected by those
who owned and loved America’s
pioneer ponycar”’. Walking through the
turnstyles, we soon see examples of
each year Mustang and bodystyle. Lit
placards in front of each Mustang de-
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scribe its special characteristics. On
nearby video monitors, early television
advertisements are showing the more
memorable Mustang commercials. Fi-
nally, in the center of our museum is an
area resembling a Ford dealer’s show-
room, with original factory banners
promoting each Mustang year Sud-
denly, the visitor is transported back to
the mid-sixties or early seventies! The
idea is mind boggling!

How could this be done? Initially, a
steering committee would be formed
with individuals capable of handling
such an enormous task. Fund raisers
within our hobby would generate the
needed start-up funds. And later, a
reasonable admission fee would be
charged by the museum itself to main-
tain its expenses and a small caretaker
staff.

What about the museum’s Mustangs
themselves? To solve this problem, the

museum would create several methods
for obtaining an initial 50 to 100 cars.
For example, Mustangs could be
loaned on a six month to two year
basis, with the museum providing fire
and theft insurance. The museum
would buy some cars eventually, and
some would be outright donated. Fi-
nally, private owners would rotate cars
in and out of the museum on a short
term basis, such as for one or two
months at a time. This would mean
there would always be something new
and different to see at the museum.
It's an interesting plan, and certainly
could become a reality. If the museum
had a large enough parking lot nearby,
it could host one or two of the national
Mustang shows each year. Perhaps the
administration of the museum could be
partially handled by one of the larger
Mustang groups. Club volunteers could
then help man the museum on

weekends to further reduce expenses.

Perhaps this brief article will be the
comerstone for a wonderful new show-
case for our proud ponies. With so
many talented people in our hobby to-
day, perhaps a few special people will
turn this dream into a brick and con-
crete reality.

If not, many years from now, I'll be
showing my grandson an old editorial |
wrote way back in 1986, while only
showing him pictures of Mustangs in
dusty old magazines.

"NEW"
PERSONALIZED MUSTANG CHECKS

8 DESIGNS OF EARLY MODEL MUSTANGS TO CHOOSE FROM
ONLY $7.50 FOR 200

JOHN W. BRADSHAW
1234 W. LINCOLN
ANYTOWN, U.S.A. 01234

BANK OF ANYTOWN
ANYTOWN, US.A, 01234
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1-316-378-3026
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ALSO AVAILABLE: COMPLETE CUSTOM CHECKS BASED ON YOUR
ACCEPTABLE PHOTOGRAPH, 3 TO PAGE BUSINESS CHECKS, DUPLICATE
CHECKS AND MEMO PADS. ACCEPTABLE WITH YOUR ACCOUNT AT ANY
BANK.

CALL OR WRITE FOR DETAILS
KANSAS BANK NOTE CO., DEPT. MT

FIFTH & JEFFERSON, P. 0. BOX 360, FREDONIA, KS. 66736

SAMPLE VOID 4
i

January 1986

STATE: YEAR, MAKE AND BODY STYLE
CALL OR WRITE FOR SAMPLES
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

POPS OTTO PARTS SUPPLY ‘E

CUSTOM COVERS FOR MUSTANGS

TAILOR MADE FROM OVER 10,000 PATTERNS

3 QUALITY FABRICS TO PROTECT YOUR FORD
BREATHABLE, WATER AND MILDEW RESISTANT

POLY-COTTON, PERAL GREEM
SOFT AND STRONG, LIGHTWEIGHT

TECHNALON FOR OUTDOOR USE
TRIPLE LAYERS QUILTED FOR OUTDOORS

TAN FLANNEL —EXTRA SOFT
1/3 HEAVIER WITH FLANNEL UNDERSIDE

57495
58 595
58995

CABLE AND LOCK W/3 KEYS $100°0
STORAGE BAG $400
SHIPPING — CONTINENTAL U.S.A. $600

=

BOX 1414, ENGLEWOOD, CO 80150
PHONE 303-850-7864
PLEASE ALLOW 4 WEEKS ON SOME MODELS
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