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It has occurred to me that we are calling all
Mustangs since the evolution of the Fox Plat-
form "Late Models". This name is no longer
valid. Ricky Simmons and | spent some time
discussing this, and have decided that the era
between 1979 and 1993 could be referred to
as "Third Generation Mustang”. The 1994 and
later Mustangs will then become the "Late Model
Mustang". This will make references to differ-
ent Mustang body styles easier. Also, when
you think about the Mustang being 30 years
old, you realize that the Fox Platform Mustang
at 15 years old is half as old as the original
pony car. The Fox Platform Mustang lasted
longer than any other body style, and deserves
its place in Mustang history.

When the 1979 Mustang debuted, it was a
refreshing change from the cars of the gas
crunch era of 1974 - 1978. | remember going
to Stovall Motor Company right after the new
Mustang had been unveiled. They had a bright
red Ghia model sittiny in the showroom. We
joked with my mother, who was thinking of
buying a new car, that she should buy it. Well,
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the next thing we knew, she had bought it. She
drove that car until 1994, when she purchased
another Mustang. It is sitting in my driveway
right now awaiting restoration.

The 1979 Mustang was reminiscent of the
early days of Mustang. Once again, the pur-
chaser of a Mustang could choose from a
variety of options that allowed them to design
a car suited to their demands. Choices in-
cluded the range from economy to luxury to
performance, or a combination of these op-
tions. Not all of the changes were cosmetic.
There were five different engine choices, with
the availibilty of a 4-speed or automatic trans-
mission. Also new in 1979, was the sport
tuned exhaust with bright dual tailpipe exten-
sions. Wheel covers and wheels included
turbine wheel covers, wire wheel covers, cast
aluminum wheels,styled steel wheels, and the
TRX suspension option which included a rear
stabilization bar, adjusted spring and bushing
rates, and shock valving. For your listening
pleasure, the 1979 Mustang came with five
radio or radio/tape options. Unique to the
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1979 Mustang is the interior door handle that
was located on the lower part of the door.
Advertisements for the 1979 Mustang called
it the "New Breed". To quote Ford, "they
planned to put the fun back into driving".
The 1979 Mustang was available in two spe-
cialty performance models. The Cobra, with
its original hood graphics, was a breed apart.
The Cobra was designed to bring back the
excitement of the early model Mustang. An-
other specialty Mustang was the Pace Car.
In 1979, Ford was invited to design a car to
be used as a pace car at the Indy 500. Ford
designed and built three "real" pace cars and
11,000 Pace Car replicas that were sold in
dealerships across the country. These cars
also featured optional graphics which would
readily identify it as a unique Mustang.
1979 proved to be a good year for the

Mustang. The wide range of options made
the Mustang appeal to a broader spectrum
of potential purchasers and brought many
new Mustangers into the fold. Production
of the 1979 Mustang almost doubled over
the previous year, this assured Mustang
lovers that the Mustang was here to stay.
For a third generation Mustang to restore
and show, do not overlook the 1979.

If you have suggestions or information
that you would like to see discussed in this
column, please contact me. We are always
looking for new information about the third
generation Mustang.

For those of you who tried to contact me
without success, my Mustang phone num-
ber was misprinted last month. The correct
number is 706/776-7379. |If you call and
get no answer, keep trying.

This 75 minute video covers the
beginning of our historic voyage to the
_ climactic end with highlights of all the
adventures in-between. Ride the trip with
_ different people and see the continent on the

ORDER YOUR MUSTANGS At-noss AMERICA VIDEO TOD AY!

1 week-long drive of a lifetime. From the
breakthrough kick-off in Sacramento, through
snow and ice in Flagstaff, late-night teamwork

HAME 2308 e X = in Arkansas, and a fanfare welcome in
. : ] Charlotte, you will experience it all. Interviews
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Mustangs Across America Video produced by Mustangs Across 3 for $ 59.95 | | what made the event a resounding success
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Please make all checks and money orders to Mustangs Across

Please allow 2 to 4 weeks for :!E':very.

America, P.O.B. 4131, Citrus Heights, CA 95611-4131 Total !

A portion of all our proceeds goes
to to the Alpine Boys Ranch in Washington

Shipping & handling $3.00 | state. This is a home for troubled and

|:| disadvantaged youth that steers them straight
with love, leadership, and hard work.




