Mustang History

by Tony Garcia
MCA Historian
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The 1985 Mustang GT Convertible

The 1985 Mustangs marked one of the most
significant years in the modern day muscle car
wars. In 1982 the announcement was made that
"The Boss Is Back", and thus began the 5.0 liter
enginethatsawits wayinto thousands of Mustangs
through 1995.

In 1983, the Mustang was offered with the 302
rated at 175 horsepower with a 600cfm Holley
4-barrel. In 1984, Ford offered automatic
transmissions on GT's but only when equipped
with an electronicthrottle bodyfuelinjection. But,
power was down as a resultto 165 horses. Yet,
injection was required to make the auto-equipped
cars meet Federal emission standards. In that
same year, 5-speed carsretained the 600 Holley.

1985 sawthe Mustang become aserious player
in the horsepower wars. Ford decided to do
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justwhat Chevroletdid back in 1967 with their first
Z28. They used classic hot rod tricks to breathe
new life into a proven performer.

Stainless steel tubular headers and a true dual
exhaust on 5-speed cars helped kick the
horsepower up to 210! Anumberthatwas never
really significantly surpassed, not even by the
1996 two-cam engine.

A hot'roller' cam with new hydraulicroller lifters
was also used in 1985 for the firsttime. Itproved
to be a system that is now the only way to go on
any pushrod V-8. Even leather interior was first
available in Mustangs that year.

But despite all the 'firsts' offered in 1985, one
ofthe most significantfactors of the yearwas that
it was your LAST chance to buy a carbureted

Mustang. (continued next page)
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Fellow Mustang enthusiast and
MCA member Terry McCoy has
owned several Fox chassis
Mustangs. His favorites arethe 1985
GT convertibles. And why not, since
convertibles are the essense of the
free spiritthat Mustangs represent?

Terry keeps the 1985 Mustang
GT Registry. His research shows
that 156,514 Mustangs were
produced that year. Of that total,
less than 10 percent (15,110) were
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convertibles. Further research
showed 5,549 GT convertibles
were built with 145 of those
shipped abroad. Terryis currently
working on the breakdown of 5-
speedsvs. autoand has promised
that information to us soon.

You can contact Terry McCoy at
4311 John Goff Rd.,
Watervliet, Ml 49098.

Model 4100 Autolite “HI-PO”

Model 4150 Holley

LEAVE
NOTHING TO
CHANGE,

WE DON'T and neither should
you. We take great pains to
make sure every carburetor we
send to a client is calibrated to
overcome inherent problems,
such as hard hot starting, hesi-
tation and flat spots under
acceleration. Then, each one is
run tested on an engine to
insure correct operation. That
goes for standard (non-plated)
or concours (plated) applica-
tions. All this care and work
comes with a 1 year warranty
to show that your satisfaction is
our top priority.

After all your hard work,
why leave your carburetor to
chance? Let us restore yours, or
you can purchase the correct
carburetor for your application
from us. We have a huge inven-
tory of one, two and four barrel
Ford and Holley carburetors to
choose from. Either way you go
you've got a winner.

CARBURETORS, INC.
315/66293003

LIPS shipping ackdress:
2001 Dedphi Rd. New Woodstock, NY 13122
To ship carburetor by mail:
PO, Box 420, Caenovia, NY 13035

We accept all major credit cards.

45



