VWheels

s Tires

POWDER COATED
WHEELS AND
BRIDGESTONE TIRES
CREATE A NEW-CAR
FEEL

Text and photos by Mary Jean Wesche

n the September issue, we

installed Tokico struts & shocks

in our project ‘96. Well, this ‘96

is a Saleen Speedster. It came
equipped with the 18-inch Saleen
magnesium wheels—which are no
longer available.

Since the car is also a Budget
Saleen, it was the Mustangs Across
America Pace Car for the 1996 MCA
Birthday Celebration in Atlanta,
Georgia, it has seen its days on the
road. The car is 11 years old, and
having been through that cross-
country trip, driven by Budget
Executives and taken out on their
display for two years, then purchased
and driven daily ever since, the wheels
have taken a slight beating. Being run
off the road once or twice was no
help, but the bigger worry was the fact
that these wheels are not available.

After a phone conversation with
Carlos at Saleen, Inc., on the topic
of paint versus power coating, we
decided to have the wheels bead
blasted and power coated.

When we picked them up to have
the tires mounted, | squealed like
little girl. The wheels are absolutely
" beautiful. Next step was to get the
tires mounted and balanced. All told,
the cost to have the wheels blasted
and coated was roughly $600. Since
the wheels are no longer available,
that was a great-deal!

You would think this wouldn’t be a
problem, but no one wanted to touch
the wheels, almost everyone we took
them to was afraid. Finally, A.J. from
McGee Tires in Plant City, Florida, said
he'd handle them, no problem. He had
a special machine that would not hurt
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the powder coating (which is really
difficult to scuff in the first place).

We decided to fill the tires with
Nitrogen because of the many benefits
(see sidebar). The cost is minimal and
well worth the price. If any of the tires
need to have added Nitrogen, AJ said
just bring the car to them, they’ll do it
for free.

This Saleen is equipped with 18-
inch wheels, and are all the same
width. However, the offset is different
on the front than on the rear wheels.
Caution had to be taken to be sure that
the tires were mounted correctly.

When the wheels and tires were
finally mounted on the Mustang, what
a thrill it was to take it out for a ride. It
drove like a brand new car, handled like
a Saleen should, and didn't bottom out
over RR crossings as it's been doing for
a while. The daily commute is fun again.

Next up is a new convertible top. In
the meantime, I’'m having a ball driving
my Mustang every day-—again!

Follow along as we get the tires
mounted and balanced as the
technicians had fun with yours truly
while the process took place.

The wheels looked great after they
were stripped and powder coated. No
more sculffs, scrapes, and nicks. These
will last a lifetime, and are they easy to
clean.

Bridgestone/Firestone of Albany,
Georgia provided the Potenza tires.

2007

A.J. gets the tire ready on an Italian-
made Artigtglio Master 26 by Corgi. The
machine gives readings for every facet
of this operation. This is not that high-
tech, but the wheels were handled with
kid gloves.

Next was inserting the valve stem,
chrome of course!.

Next the machine mounts the tire with
help from A.J.



Next up, balance the tire and wheel.

The tire is filled with Nitrogen. (My
husband, Ken, was trying to convince
A.J to yell “"O0PS” when the tire pops
when the tire is inflated just to scare
me. Smart boy, that A.J, he didn’t do it!)

I was standing close by just to be sure
if any wheel weights were needed,
they'd be mounted when they couldn’t
be seen.

Usually a green cap goes on valve
stems when the tire is filled with
Nitrogen.

I'm sure you'll agree that the chrome The weights (few were needed) were
cap looks much better. indeed mounted out of sight,
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Why Use
Nitrogen’’




