RAGING RUBY

Kendra Nickels
Three-Yeanr

Restoration is
a Work of Art!

Text by Mary Jean Wesche
Photos by Dennis and Kendra Nickles

rom the time she was a
young child Kendra Nickles
has loved Mustangs. This
energetic 21-year-old grew
up watching her Dad, Dennis, turn “rust
buckets” into beautiful cars. Dennis
owns and operates Lakeside Hot rods in

a town on the eastern border of Virginia.

Dennis built his first car, a 1964 12
Mustang, in 1972. He's had 14 different
Mustangs ever since.

Kendra claims she was the “guinea
pig” in her Dad’s body shop—always
the one who was holding the flashlight,

~handing off the tools. All the while, she
was learning how to restore cars. And
throughout these formative years, as

Kendra watching her dad build many
Mustangs, and it became her passion.

When Kendra was old enough to get
her learner’s permit, Dennis bought her
a wrecked 1996 Mustang. Together, they
worked on that Mustang, rebuilding
everything from the firewall forward.
Today, the '96 is Kendra's daily driver.
Working on that Mustang hooked
Kendra on the Mustang restoration
hobby. She says, “| got to do ‘real’ work
on that car...| loved working on those
cars and | knew that | just couldn’t own
one.”

After Kendra graduated from high
school, she attended college and
worked at a local grocery store. Money
was tight for her, but her determination
to own a vintage Mustang had not
faded. Each time she received a
paycheck, she put $100 in her savings
account. She began to purchase
local bargain finder and trading post
newspapers on a regular basis looking
for a vintage Mustang to restore.
Months passed and she could not find
an affordable Mustang. Finally, she
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found a ’66 for sale in her price range

in nearby Kingsport, Tennessee. She
called the number in the ad and agreed
on a price of $1,500 and quickly made
arrangements to pick up the car the next
day.

During the drive to Tennessee to pick
up her Mustang, Dennis counseled Ken-
dra about her expectations for the car.
He repeatedly told her “...don’t expect
this car to be in good shape.” Kendra
says she didn't really care what the Mus-
tang looked like she planned to buy it!
Her dad would just laugh and warn her
it will probably take a lot of work. When
Kendra saw the ‘66 it didn’t look too bad
on the outside. So, as she planned, she
bought it. As she states, “Boy, was | in
for a surprise! Of course, my dad is al-
ways right. Upon disassembly we found
the car was a rust bucket. Let’s just say
the only thing we kept was the top, two
pillar posts and rockers. We honestly
replaced everything else.”

Each payday, Kendra would purchase
one piece here and there until her
Mustang was finished. She worried




she'd frustrate her dad with her constant
question, “When will my car be done?”
Undaunted, Dennis always kept his
patience with her.

As they were close to completing
the build, Kendra says the choice of
paint color was a difficult decision. The
Mustang was to be one color one week,
then another, and another. She finally
settled on Dupont Hot Hughes Raging
Red.

Kendra handled all the bodywork
including painting the engine
compartment and door panels. She
installed the carpet, gauges, helped her
dad recover the rear seats and rebuilt
the engine. Dennis did the exterior
paint, but the front seats were sent out
to an upholstery shop to be sure they
were done with the same accuracy as
the rest of Kendra's Mustang.

The Dad-Daughter duo installed an
R2S hood purchased from Mustangs

Plus. The Pony Interior is in white with a
hump-hugger console and a B&M Z-gate
shifter. The engine is a 302 bored .60
with a 347 stroker kit, an Edelbrock high-
rise aluminum intake manifold, 10.25:1
flattop racing pistons, Crane roller
rockers and lifters, a /512 lift Crank cam,
670 Holley street avenger carburetor,
set of Headman long tube headers and
Flowmaster exhaust. The transmission
is a rebuilt C-4 with a B&M shift kit.
Kendra purchased three sets of wheels
before settling on the American Racing
17x8-inch polished aluminum Torque
Thrust || wheels.

All told, it Kendra nearly three years
to complete her Mustang. Looking back,
she s glad that she and her Dad took
the time and got the job done right!
She’s quite proud of her car, as she
should be! She states, "Just knowing
that my dad and | built this car is a
wonderful feeling that no one can ever

take away.” Even though Kendra wasn't
born in the Muscle Car days of the '62s,
she has a deep love and respect for
‘60s Mustangs and everyone who owns
them.

Kendra never intended to put her
Mustang in a show, but after the it was
completed, she was so full of pride
that she took it to a Fun Ford Weekend
and entered it in the show, She was
rewarded with a Top 25 award for the
Saturday show, and a Top 20, Best Paint
and Best Interior on Sunday—most
deserved rewards for a job well done.

Now that the '66 is finished, Kendra
has begun work on her third Mustang, a
1970 Mach 1. We'll keep checking with
her to see how it's coming along. In the
meantime, Kendra says she encourages
members of her generation to keep '
the passion of old car restoration alive!
Kendra, we whole-heartedly agree MT
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