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¥ n 1982, Ford began the slow climb

back-into the performance car market

by introducing the new Mustang GT.

| While mild by today’s standards, this

’ model started it all. Slowly, horsepower
ratings rose along with performance
enhancements. By 1985, the Mustang
was once again leader of the pack in the
pony car performance war. This year
saw some important changes to the 5.0L
engine. It also marked the last year for
the carburetor.

Maybe that's why Paul King, of
Taunton, Massachusetts, likes these 4-
eyed - Mustangs best of all. While the vast

e v majority of this vintage
has long

~FOUR EYES

been rode hard and put out to pasture,
amazingly, there are still low-mile-

age cars out there for the finding. Paul
already owned a modestly modified ‘85
GT convertible with a little more than
100,000 miles on its odometer. But what
he really wanted was a low-mileage,
unrestored, concours car that he could
hang onto. Once his search began, there
were many GTs to be found. Unfortunate-
ly, most were seriously trashed. Success
was ultimately achieved as a result of
Paul's friend, Albert, who foundjust the
car in Rhode Island. The original owner
of the caryou see here barely drove

it, amassing only 20,000 miles over 20
years. What a find! Paul bought the car
just before Labor Day 2005.

4 The hatchback was ordered
“inMay 1985 and
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was delivered on August 21, 1985, to For-
go Ford Sales in West Warwick, Rhode
Island. Before leaving the lot, the original
owner had the speedometer changed -
from the factory standard 85mph variety
to the 140mph version, all-for the meager
sum of $102. The balance of the car'is a
fairly straightforward, low-optioned, 5-
speed GT hatchback with a sticker price
of $11,406. Having been purchased late
in the model year, this is one of the last
carbureted Mustangs to leave the Dear-
born Assembly Plant.

As mentioned, the option list is
relatively short: Engine Blockimmer-
sion Heater {for those cold New England
wintersl), Electronic AM/FM Stereo/Cas-
sette with Premium Sound, Tinted Glass
(but no A/C), Light Group, and the Power
Lock Group: That's it; just your basic GT
hatchback, Oxford White with the Char-
coal-cloth interior. It's all-original, right

% down to the battery (althoughiit lost its

charge many years.ago). The car even has

#'the original Goodyear Gatorbacks og

thase fashionable 10-hole wheels.
For those of us desiring to
restore ohe of these beauties,
beneath the hood lies an
excellgnt example of how
these'cars originally
logked. Many of the
you see’



are long obsolete and now nearly Impos-
sible to find. Notice the original heat riser
tubes that come off the exhaust manifold,
with the trademark green paint stripe.

Or, how about those wire radiator hose
clamps? Check out the original battery
cables and the heater hoses. Even more
interesting are the date-coded spark plug
wires, with a “1986" date code! Since
this car was assembled late in the model
year run, the assembly plant had already
switched over to the next year piug
wires. Upon further investigation, you
may find more such oddities. If you stare
long enough, it will drive you crazy.

=S ARE BETTER THAN TWO

In addition to the pristine condition of
this car, Paul was fortunate enough to latch
onto a treasure trove of original literature
and documentation. Most of this kind of
stuff is usually non-existent when you buy
one of these cars today. This is a well-pre-
served example of the new beginning of
the performance years. Back in 1985, this
car was the hottest thing around, boasting
210 hp. That may seem a bit silly today,
considering the 6-cylinder cars coming out
of the Flat Rock Plant are making the same
horsepower, these cars were at the top of
their game back then. The carbureted Ca-
maro lroc-Z was only rated at 190 hp, while
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the mid-year tuned port injection motor
reached 215 hp. The Mustang easily flailed
the bowtie. And as we know, things only
got better. Even though Ford kept the fox
body style around too long, it did play an
important role leading to the popular new
generation cars we see today.

So, next time you're at one of the
MCA's National shows, keep your eyes
peeled for this 4-eyed beauty. Having
been to five national shows already, and
coming away with five gold awards, we
hope to see more of this car. We all ben
efit from fine examples like this. Thanks,
Paul, for the memories. MIT



