Although Tom Conrad Jr. made it to the finals in Street Stang against James Meredith, his reaction time of 063 and an ET '

. 12.646 @102.31 wasn't enough against Meredith's .029 with an ET of 12.581 @104.56. Nonetheless, it was a thrill f

or nearly 20 years, FFW has
started off each year in the
Sunshine State—~Florida. This
year's season is out of the
gate and looks to be one of the best ever,
with a few new twists in Street Renegade
and Street Bandit, while most other
classes remain the same from 2006.

The Friday highlight is the infamous
Primedia party at Hooters. Dozens of Fun
Ford fans showed their stuff by burn-
ing rubber—literally—at the doorstep of
Hooters. Several hundred FFW faith-
ful downed cold suds, hot wings, and
smoked Goodyears. You just have to love
the smell of rubber and hot wings.

Bright and early the next day, racers
and spectators came to Orlando Speed-
world, east of Orlando, Florida. Defending
Pro Champion David Schorr was ready to
rumble and dusted off his 200-mile-per-
hour Escort and qualified in the top spot.
Right behind the Champ was a former
Champ, Chuck Samuel, in his own Escort.
The duo went through all rounds and
faced off in the finals with Samuel getting
there first with a 6.470 at 222.77 MPH.

The fastest man of Street Outlaw (and
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we mean all 10.5 Outlaw racing), Tim
Lynch, busted into Orlando with a 6.86

at 215 qualifying run. His big, bad, twin
turbo, big block was not the only mon-
ster motored car on the property sporting
twins; Brad Brand brought his sinister
Black coupe with a 707 and twin turbos
out to play. Brand was able to outlast the
Lynch mob and take home the money.

The new and improved Street Ren-
egade had 12 brave souls duke it out in
a slick versus drag radial field. Ronnie
Wilson, 2006 Renegade Champ, came
to town with a new ride but wasn't able
to get past this year's stiff competition.
Samuel Vincent and Dan Schoneck may
be this year’s big hitters. The two made
it into the final round with Schoneck
coming out on top.

Street Bandit in ‘07 is one of the most
radically changed fields; if you have a
car that can run 10.60s all day long, then
Bandit is the place for you. Willie Waddy
made his first trip to FFW a memorable
one by running his number every round
and taking home the winner's check.

Chris Matters drove his 2006 Saleen to
Orlando to play in the Ultra Stang pool.

Chris jumped right into the deep end and
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was able to tread water and win by run-
ning down runner up Mike Sulzbach.

In Street Stang, a couple of well-liked
racers worked the field to meet in the
final round. Tom Conrad and James
Meredith faced off with Meredith win-
ning on a better light, .029 to a loosing
.063—now that's tight racing.

Tough Truck is one tough class to
win. Just ask Micah Monteleoue who
had to pedal his little Ranger against
some Tough Lightnings. Micah was
handed probably the easiest win he'll
ever earn in Tough Truck when runner
up Robert Reigle left early.

Another tough class to earn a win in has
to be Mod Comp. Not only do these guys
and race to win, the field is full of Champi-
ons like 2006 Champ Charlie McCullough,
former Champion Robert Hindman, and
2006 4-6 Frenzy Champ, Chris Parisi. With
a stacked field like that, you'd better be on
your "A’ game. That is just what Reggie
Burnette Jr. was on. He went five rounds,
met up with Charlie McCullough in the
finals, and won by a margin so small that it
took a super computer to calculate.
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FUN FORD WEEKEND

Fun Ford Weekend's display was a busy
place all weekend-long.

What a difference a day made. The
weather on Sunday was Chamber-of-
Commerce perfect, and the showfield
was once again outstanding.
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Steeda’s Q335 was neatly parked out-
side their booth.

A peak under the hood of the Q335.

In the fierce world of bracket racing,
Robert Hindman was runner up to Ted
Payne in Fast Ford. Tom Conrad Jr. was
runner up to Scot Deluca in Quick Ford.
In Street Ford, there were two runners
up and two winners due to inclement
weather on Saturday. Mark Andersen
defeated Tom Conrad Jr. in the first pair,
while Robert O’Brien defeated Guido
Pensty in the last pair.

In the Spring Break 5.0 Shootout, Spur-
geon Adkins repeated his winning perfor-
mance of 2006 by defeating Cris Derojas.
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Ford’s display was a good place to
check out the available race engines.

Modern Mustang of North America’s
Darneen Gorman (right) had the show
running smooth as glass.

Spurgeon Adkins from Cordele, Geor-
gia, came away the winner in Spring
Break 5.0 with a reaction time of .309,
and an ET of 9.645 at 133.39 mph.

While all this activity is on the track,
there was a car show going on under the
direction of Modern Mustangs of North
America. Even with the weather threaten-
ing and delivering rain on Saturday, 95
cars were in attendance at the show.

On Sunday, the weather improved
drastically. The showfield was filled with
96-plus cars. Some of them returned
from Saturday, while others came to the
show for Sunday only. Modern Mustangs
always has the show running like a well-
oiled machine. Their organization skills

The clouds and rain on Saturday did little to

diminish the attendance on the showfield.

Pam Miles, Director of Operations for

Daytona Stangfest, was recruited by Blow E
By Racing to help out for the weekend.

Car Show trophies ready to be handed
on Sunday

are evident throughout the weekend.

Vendors included everything from car
parts, race parts, and food to accesso-
ries of every type. Ford had a wonderful
display of engines as well as the FR500.
Steeda had a booth with a Steeda Focus
and the Steeda Q335 on display.

All in all, Bill Alexander and crew did
an outstanding job of kicking off another
year of Fun Ford Weekends!

Next up on the schedule is Atlanta on

April 14-15. We'll keep you posted on -Icee
« pas
the results. MIT « S



