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FROM THE DRIVER’S SEAT

oing “good” to others is a lot like practicing bleeding. When it
comes, it ought to just happen.
I've been reading Lee lacocca’s recent book, WHERE HAVE
ALL THE LEADERS GONE (Scribner’s 2007). If you can take being
shook-up a lot, and if your political armor is not going to fall apart, then you
might find this book a rather stimulating adventure in reading.

Mr. lacocca is more than serious about challenging corporations, politicians,
and private citizens to "wake up” and see where the United States of America is
headed. It isn't all positive.

Being a Mustang lover, | was intrigued with any references lacocca made to
the Mustang car. At one point, lacocca is talking about the high points and low
points in life. He said, “sometimes you're up and the sky’s the limit. Other times
you're down and you're sweating bullets.” He goes on to illustrate the ups and
downs with his story of the introduction the Mustang in 1964 at the New York
World's Fair. He said it “was a magic moment in my life. | was on a high then,
and the Mustang’s success propelled me into the presidency of Ford in 1970.
Me, an immigrant kid from Allentown, PA, named president of the second-
largest company in the world.” Then he describes the other side of the coin. “If
being president of Ford was a high, being fired in 1978 from the same job was
the pits.”

Anyone who has ever been fired understands what the "pits” is like. But, we
come thru those times. Lee lacocca did! And sometimes we leave a positive
heritage that we never dreamed we could cause. | don't know if lacocca realizes
it but because of his dream for the Mustang he gave birth to another “Corpora-
tion” that you and | know as the MUSTANG CLUB OF AMERICA. It is a corpora-
tion that is in business for “doing good.”

Did you know that Lee lacocca has been a leader in founding several or-
ganizations for good? He established the lacocca Institute at his alma mater,
Lehigh University. He established the Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation
for the renovation of this historic landmark, and there is the lacocca Foundation
which he founded to fight Diabetes, which claimed the life of his wife. Although
lacocca didn’t found the MUSTANG CLUB OF AMERICA, his driving spirit, and
his team at Ford Motor Company inspired the devotees of the Mustang. This
growing body of men and women, young and old, became incorporated under
the banner that ought to be the banner of all of corporate America, “that the best
way to do well is by doing good.”

Let me tell you, every MCA member is part of a great “corporation” for doing
good. The first two National MCA Shows for 2007 (Mustang, OK, and Louisville,
KY) dedicated thousands of dollars each to charities. In fact, | cant think of a
National or a Grand National Show that hasnt made donations to special projects
for “Good.” Add to that, the hundreds of Regional Mustang Shows that each year
“give away"” to others, and you have a most impressive organization with the
corporate goal of doing good.

I'll tell you, hot styling sells Mustangs, but it's the quality that keeps them
being sold.
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