TEST-DRIVING A

he opportunity to drive the
Steeda Q335 was something
| couldn’t and wouldn’t pass
up. Outside of the fact that
the car simply looks fast, Competition
Orange with Black, and that the color
is reminiscent of the Grabber Orange
Shelbys my husband and | had early in
our marriage, it's a fun car! It's not the
525, or even the Q400, but it is fast,
nimble, and, using a borrowed northern
term, “"Wicked Cool!”
| couldn’t give the impression of
driving the Steeda without telling you
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all that about two weeks later | also had
a Shelby GT500 to drive for one week.
Both vehicles have made the rounds
with the Mustang magazine editors. In
fact, both Mustangs were seen cruising
in my neighborhood. Donald Farr, editor
of Mustang Monthly was test-driving
them. Donald’s been a neighbor for many
years, and a good friend for even longer.

What his impression was of the two
cars is for him to say. We did discuss it,
but only because | always like to hear his
opinion. | reserved judgment until | had
driven both of them, myself.

Having had Shelbys (a '65, 2'69s and
1'70) and having driven them daily for
many years, | was anxious to drive the
newer one. First up, though, was the
Steeda Q335.

That car was so much fun that | could
have kept it, just as it is. It's perfect, to
me anyhow. It handles like it's on rails,
has enough power to get out of its own
way, to get you onto an on-ramp on the
interstate with ease, and to pass in fourth
gear without having to downshift. It’s not
for the faint of heart. It's not for a person
who wants super, ultra-smooth shift-




ing. Although | thought the short-throw
shifter was just fine, it is notchier than the
shifter in the 500. The clutch was not too
stiff, the suspension was just right. The
ride height was outstanding. It cornered
well, got great gas mileage (although,
that’s not usually a huge concern when
you're looking at purchasing a car with
real power). Personally, | prefer to drive
a Mustang with a naturally aspirated
engine. Steeda’s Q335 has all the extra
amenities that you could ask for, includ-
ing Sirius Satellite radio. And, believe me,
when you drive down State Road 60 in
Florida (crosses the state from the West
to the East) it's a lonely, desolate drive
with little to no radio reception. You'd
have to depend on CDs unless you have
a passenger who can sing, can sing well
yourself, or just can stand to hear your-
self sing or think. This day, the drive was
fun and | made it alone, and | listened to
the satellite radio. (What does that tell
you about my singing?)

Anyhow, | brought the Steeda Q back
to Dario Orlando and told him | would
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love to own one exactly like it for a daily
driver. What a fun drive to and from work
that would be.

Two weeks later the GT500 was de-
livered to the editorial office. | really do
like the car. | think it's hot looking, and
sexy, and it is fun to drive. It had plenty
of power, obviously more than the Q335,
however, that being said it didn't feel like
it. It's easy to drive and, for me, almost
too easy. | like a car | can man-handle
a little. While it was super smooth, the
shifter was spongy and the clutch much
the same. Being able to pass anything—
at any speed in any gear—was cool, the
stares and the glares were also cool. The
questions like, “"Do you know what that
is?” made me laugh. Of course, I'm driv-
ing it. | surely hope | know what it is. And,
| didn't have to pay for it, which made
it even better. But | guess the biggest
thing | honestly admit is that | was disap-
pointed in the Shelby. Of course, Ford is
manufacturing these for the masses. It's
not as much a “specialty” Mustang as
the original Shelbys were. And, people

do expect different specs for a powerful
car today than 40 years ago. | just didn't
enjoy driving the Shelby as much as |
expected to.

When all is said and done do you
wonder why there are so much after-
market pieces ready for the GT5007?
Why were there so many parts for
the 500 before it ever hit the deal-
ers? It's crying to be lowered, to
be even more stabilized. And it's
heavy—really heavy. You actually
feel the difference in the weight
when you drive it.

The Shelby did have satellite radio
installed, but it wasn't hooked up. So, no
comparison there. And, to be quite fair,
how could you compare the two vehicles
in the first place?

Just suffice it to say that, after
driving both Mustangs for almost
equal amounts of time (well, maybe
a little more time was spent with
the Shelby), | would prefer to keep
the Steeda. It was more fun to drive
than | had ever anticipated.



