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Our project 'S8 gets a new feel!

Text and photos by Mary Jean Wesche

To say that our project ‘96 Saleen
needed new shocks and struts is a
complete understatement. There was
nothing left to the original set of shocks,
especially on the driver’s side. The ride
was interesting to say the least. We will
be changing shocks and struts for this
issue. We will cover the wheels and
tires in the next issue. And in the near
future, we will upgrade the brakes.

This was not a difficult job, and
was made easier by the fact that we
already removed the wheels to have
them powdercoated. But, the shocks
that were on the Mustang had been
there since it left the Saleen facility in
1996. I'd say that we can't complain
too much about their condition. OK, so
now you're thinking, who in the world
can't tell the shocks are shot? The thing
is, when shocks go bad, they do so
slowly. Until the ride jolts you so much
that you just can't stand it, it is difficult
to tell just how bad they are. If you're
accustomed to driving a car with a little

bit of a stiffer suspension, it's easy to
miss.

Having said all that, there was
beginning to be some serious
indication that something was amiss
with the suspension. Beginning with
the shocks and struts was a good
place to start. Having checked with
Publisher Austin Craig, it was an easy
decision that Tokico lllumina gas-
filled, 5-position adjustable shocks
and struts were the best way to go. A
simple adjustment on the top of the
shocks, made with a screwdriver, easily
changes the stiffness of your Mustang.
We set the fronts on 3 and the rear
shocks on 2.

We chose Classic Creations of Central
Florida to handle the installation. So,
follow along for the first part of this
project as we replace the shocks with
Tokico llluminas.

This article will cover only the
installation of the shocks, at press time,
the wheels were not finished, so we
can't give results of the test ride. Stay
tuned next month! MT

Sources:

Tokico/Hitachi Branded Products: 800.548.2549: www.tokicousa.com
Classic Creations of Central Florida: 3620 US Highway 92 East:
Lakeland, FL 33801: 863.665.2322: www.classiccreationsfl.com
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Take a look at the condition of the top of
the shock in this photo. It was an ugly
mess. Mainly because the shocks are
more than 10 years old, the bolt couldn’t
even be turned without turning the
shocks at the same time.

Merv Rego, co-owner of Classic
Creations, used an electric tool to
loosen the top bolt so the shocks could
be removed.

Now that the top bold was loosened, it
was time to remove the bolts from the
bottom end. Again, these weren't going
to be easy.

Merv’'s helper, Matt, used the two
wrench method, and removed the bolts
and the original shock from the front
passenger side of the Mustang.




The first shock was installed easily. Sim-

ply slip it back into place, tighten the Matt /ifted the _pfm;-ge; and when he let
bolts, top and bottom. The llfuminas are  go, the shock immediately fell with no

adjustable—we set the front to three. resistance whatsoever.

.

After thinking the passenger side was
tough, we began to work on the driver’s
side front shock. That one was even

more difficult to remove.

Working as they had with the first one,
Merv and Matt were able to remove the
original shock.
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We decided to test the shock as it

seemed unusually soft. We again set the front shock on three.
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Time to work on the rear shocks.
These were a little more difficult to get to.

The top of the shock must be accessed
through the trunk of the Mustang.

The old shock was removed and
replaced with the new one.

The bolts were tightened, and the new
shocks were now installed.



