LETTERS

DEAR MARY JEAN,

Thanks for publishing in your August
issue of Mustang Times the “Open Let-
ters to Jim Farley” which you sent to
Ford Corporate. It is nice to know that
Ford is seeing our input. | am looking
forward to the introduction of the next
generation Mustang. Thanks for provid-
ing the opportunity to be part of the
‘core enthusiast’s’ feedback to Ford.

. Sincerely,
Fred Hesselgrave

DEAR JIM FARLEY,

| have just a little grocery car: a 2007
Torch Red V6 and | love it except for one
thing. The paint chips worse than any
car 've ever owned. Why is that? | swear
just looking at it makes it chip! Before
this car | had a 1998 Taurus. | wore that
engine out but the exterior looked brand
new to the end and it sat outdoors the
nine years | had it. I'd like to keep this
car looking nice forever but without
having to spend all my free time with a
touch up bottle!

Thanks,

Militza

HI MARY JEAN,

| enjoyed John Clor’s article in the
October Mustang Times issue that
expressed the friendship aspect of
MCA shows. It inspired me to write the
attached article in which | express my
enjoyment of being with friends at car
shows. | will be honored if you consider
it worthy of being published in the MT.

Lance Lambert

Lance,

Although | don't usually print articles
in the letters column, [ felt this has merit
and wanted to share it with the MCA
membership.

Well written, my friend!

-mj :

FRIENDS OR FORDS

By Lance Lambert

Attending car shows has been a
favorite activity since my childhood. Ta-
coma’s Toppers Car Club frequently re-
ceived my $2 admission when | attend-
ed their shows at the Tacoma Armory in
the '60’s. Longtime Northwest car show
promoter Clark Marshall filled the Seattle
Center Coliseum in the ‘60’s & 70's with
attendees admiring a variety of cars,
motorcycles and boats. The car show
scene slowed down a bit in the ‘80's but
there were still occasional shows where

you could stroll between the outrageous
custom and classic cars. Current Seattle
area shows often have hundreds of

cars on display and at least two annual
shows feature up to 2,000 cars. Some
events are elaborate gatherings that take
a lot of planning and money to produce
while others are casual and just provide
a place to park your car for the day. Ev-
ery weekend from May through October,
old car hobbyists have two to ten shows
to select from. By my calculations (warn-
ing: | was provided the opportunity to
repeat my high school algebra class)

I've attended over a thousand car shows
since the late '60’s. What is it that makes
a person keep going to shows that often
have many of the same cars that were
featured at last week’s car show?

Perhaps it’s the love and appreciation
of car design and construction? Or is it
the excitement at an indoor show that
includes beautiful reflecting colors, the
smell of leather interiors and the familiar
sound of traditional rock & roll? Out-
door shows often provide a landscape
of multicolored shapes and forms that
remind us of long ago good times, or
the anticipation of future four wheeled
adventures. Most shows also provide
attendees with the opportunity to enjoy
food that is, perhaps, not very healthy,
but is very comforting. Yes, these at-
tributes all combine to make a car show
a fantastic place to spend a day. There
is one other major ingredient that will
make the recipe complete; being with
other members of the car community.
This important ingredient always satis-
fies the autophile’s appetite.

The friendliest and most welcoming
people I've ever encountered are the
participants in the car hobby. Attending
a car show is like attending a reunion of
all of your old best friends. It makes no
difference in this crowd if you are rich
or poor, young or old, Republican or
Democrat, religious or atheist, green or
blue, drive a worn out four door sedan
or a totally restored convertible; you are
part of the family. The most often heard
noise at a car show is not the rumble
of dual exhaust pipes, but laughter. The
people laughing are often the same
people that you were laughing with at
a car show last weekend and will be
laughing with at a car show again next
weekend.

There is always excitement when
someone arrives with a recently pur-
chased beater that they have big plans
to restore, or a show car that has just
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been completed. The driver is the center
of attention as he or she climbs out of
the newest addition to the car communi-
ty and begins to answer dozens of ques-
tions. “Where did you find it? What are
you going to do to it? How long did it
take to build it? Is this the first time it has
been displayed?” These and other ques-
tions accomplish two things; inform the
fellow attendees about the car and open
the door for additional communication
between new and old car friends.

A few weeks ago | was sitting with
a group of friends at a car show when
we noticed a woman get out of a very
nice 1932 Ford. None of us knew her
and she didn’t seem to know anyone at
the show. We got her attention as she
walked by and began asking her about
the car. At first she was a bit awkward
but soon she was telling us all about her
new toy. What she didn’t know was that
we were all familiar with the car because
the previous owner had been bringing
it to car shows for several years. The
reason for our questions was not to
learn about the car, it was to make her
feel welcome.

The love and appreciation of old cars
is the glue that holds this hobby to-
gether. Car people are passionate about
these vintage vehicles and fawn over
them whether they are alone or with
friends, but it is better when friends are
included. The most frequent problem
that some car show attendees encoun-
ter is not taking enough time to look at
the cars. "l have all day to look around
but for now | think that I'll sit with Bill &
Diane and chat for awhile.” A half an
hour later they decide to start looking
at the cars but walk about 20 feet when
a friend calls out “Hey, grab a chair so
we can get caught up.” The next thing
they know the cars are leaving and they
observe several cars that had not been
noticed earlier in the day. This is an easy
problem to solve; attend a car show the
next weekend and take a closer look at
the cars. Just be sure to leave enough
time to have some laughs with a few old
friends.

We would like to hear what's on your mind.
Send your letters via e-mail to:
editor@mustangtimes.org
ot via USPS to:

Letters to Editor
clo MUSTANG TIVIES
2500 Drane Field Road, Suite 111
Lakeland, Florida 33811




