PHIL HIGLEY SHOWS HIS MUSTANG
FOR HIS DAD

Text and Photos by Mary Jean Wesche

t the Buckeye National show last June, there

were some outstanding Mustangs in an adjacent

lot to the main show lot at the host hotel. | know

that some people thought these Mustangs were
overlooked, but I'm here to say, “No, they weren’t!” In fact, |
spent a good deal of time over there myself photographing
some beautiful Mustangs.

Phil Higley’s Rangoon Red 1965 Mustang convertible was
one of many that caught my eye. Phil’s stood out for several
reasons, one was that it was a 1965 convertible, and the front
plate, which reads “Our Dad,” spoke volumes. | just knew
there was an interesting story there. Phil was more than will-
ing to tell me about his car and allow me to photograph it for
Mustang Times! Phil owns a 1966 coupe, which he'd taken to
shows occasionally. His dad was a Ford guy all his life. Phil’s
grandfather was a Ford salesman back in the late 1920's, in
fact, he was the Number 1 salesmen during that time. He sold
Model A's and Model T's.

Phil’s father owned a small business called Mustang Corral.
He sold parts and Phil says his dad just loved Ford's. He kept
them as close to original as he could. Sometimes, he'd restore
a car to even better than original condition.
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The 1965 Mustang that Phil drove to the Buckeye National
had belonged to his father. It was purchased in the mid 1970's
with the intention of restoring it and then reselling it. Phil’s
uncle bought the car in 1999 and drive it to Georgia where he
lived. He then resold the Mustang to someone who planned to
finish the restoration and show the Mustang. However, due to
il health, the purchaser never finished the restoration and put
the Mustang back on the market.

Phil’s dad went to Georgia to visit his brother and hap-
pened upon a Mustang with a “For Sale” sign on it in some-
one’s yard, not knowing it was the same Mustang he’d sold
to his brother earlier that same year. Phil’s father made the
deal and brought the car back home to Ohio. He and Phil
started the restoration again, together. It now needed a new
floor pan, frame rails, and rocker panels. As his father got
more into the restoration, he began to recognize some of the
body work as his own. When he received the title, he finally
confirmed that it was the same Mustang as the one he'd sold
to his brother. His goal was to finish the restoration and go to
the same shows as Phil. His health was beginning to dete-
riorate however, preventing him from showing the Mustang.
He'd told Phil that when he got to feeling better, he’'d show
his 1965 and beat Phil’'s 1966! He finished the car in 2002,
and it was only shown once and that was to participate ina
parade in Kalida, Ohio. The Mustang then sat in the garage
until his father passed away late in December 2004.
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Phil’s father and his mother both knew that he loved the
Mustang. In fact, his father had asked him once how he'd like
to own a Mustang convertible in addition to his 1966 coupe.
At the time, Phil had no idea what his father had in mind.

When he passed away, Phil’s father left the car to him. The
following spring the title was signed over to him. It had been
in storage for three years before he got his hands on it. Much
work was needed to bring the Mustang to showroom condi-
tion. But, Phil had it ready for the Youngstown, Ohio, Grand
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National in 2005. He received a 1st place at that show.

Phil belongs to the Michiana Mustang Club and Classic
Mustang Club of Ohio in addition to the MCA.

Phil’'s mom is giving here son room in her garage to keep
the Mustang. He says she loves the Mustang as much as he
does. We're sure it makes her proud to see what Phil has done
to restore the Mustang and keep it looking as good as his Dad
had intended. IMIT
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