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Text and photos by Julie Austad

hen | was a young

child, | remember see-

ing the first Mustangs

rolling down the road and
thinking they were the next best thing to a
Nutty Buddy. | was shopping with my mom
and my grandmother at a local “dime store”
and found one of those plastic model cars
with the friction motor that propels the car
forward. | had to have it! It was a tan-colored
Mustang, with red interior. My mom con-
ceded and bought the little car for me. | think
she hoped that would be the end of it. Little
did she know what the future held for me. |
still have the little model car, and it’s in good
shape, too.

In 1977, 1 purchased my first Mustang. |
traded a Chevy station wagon plus $1,000
for it. lt was a 1967 Mustang coupe, Sauterme
Gold exterior and a Palomino deluxe interior
with brushed aluminum dash, deor panel
inserts, upper and lower console, tilt wheel,
289cc, C-4 automatic transmission, exterior

- décor group, and American Racing slot mag
wheels. | later replaced the carpeting with
new Mustang brown carpeting, had the en-
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gine rebuilt and added a cam. | had the trans-
mission rebuilt, switched it to dual exhaust
with Turbo Mufflers, had the body work done
and the car repainted a metallic 1980 Ford
truck brown. It looked like a big Hershey bar. |
drove the car every day until it was tragically
hit while parked in front of my house and
destroyed in June 1988. | was devastated. Af-
ter 18 months of trying to get the settlement
money out of the woman who destroyed

the car, all | was able to get to replace my
beloved car was a Ford Escort station wagon.
It was not exactly what | had in mind. All that
remains of that car is the horse off the grille,
which my dad mounted on a nice piece of
oak. It hangs in the archway leading to my
dining room and kitchen.

So, the timeline moves now to August of
2003, where | am perusing car lots and autos-
for-sale catalogs in search of Mustangs. | had
recently quit working for a company | had
been with for almost 15 years. | discovered
that upon leaving the company, [ was eligible
to receive a hefty sum of money | had con-
tributed toward my retirement plan over the
years. Low and behold, | found a 1968 Mus-
tang hardtop. The car lot that offered it stated
it was a “Fully Restored Beauty” for $7,399.
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Naturally, | had to take the 50-mile drive to
see this seemingly wonderful-sounding car.
It looked and sounded good. It was going to
take about two weeks for the money to arrive
so | put down a $500 deposit. The Mustang
was gorgeous! It had been freshly repainted
Ford Vermillion Red, had a black vinyl top,
woodgrain deluxe interior, upper and lower
console, fairly new deluxe black upholstery,
exterior décor group, and vintage Magnum
500 wheels, not to mention the engine had
just been rebuilt. Two weeks later, | drove
back down to pay the balance and pick up
my new car. Well, to say the least, the car
was not fully restored. | have been working
on it for the last five years and it’s still not
completely done. A year and a half ago, it fi-
nally got a transmission rebuild, a new Carlite
windshield, and was converted from single
exhaust (with a glasspack muffler) to dual
FlowiMaster exhaust. Soon [ will be convert-
ing the 2-barrel carburetor and manifold to a
4-barrel. It is the car that occupies my single-
car garage, goes to shows and rallies, along
with the car I'm preparing to tell you about.

continued on page 40
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My daily drive was starting to have issues
and was a real gas hog. | decided it was
time to trade it in on something else. | was
attracted to the new model of Mustang and
already had the interior cockpit of a 2005 GT
as the wallpaper for my home computer. |
was prepared. | even test drove both the GT
and the V6 to get a "feel for them” and decide
which one to save for. Finally, | decided to
meet with a Ford dealer and talk about buy-
ing one. Since funds were limited, | opted

“OUT OF ALL THE
2005-2008 CARS THAT

WERE THERE, NOT ONE

LOOKED LIKE MINE.
MINE WAS THE ONLY
LEGEND LIME CAR WITH
BLACK STRIPES. *“

to go with the V6. Now, the choices were
convertible or coupe, and what color to get.

it had been raining for 28 days straight.
My husband, Frank, and | test drove a
white convertible (not my first color choice)
with an automatic. We decided against that
car as it would be outside all the time and
| didn't want a white car. As we discussed
prices and options with the dealer, it was
clear to me that | needed a base car with
a manual transmission. Afterall, | could
always add goodies 1o the car as time went
on. We opted for a Legend Lime coupe
with a Vé.

After proudly showing it to several
people and having them scoff at the plain-
jane green car, | decided to spruceitup a
bit. | purchased a rear spoiler, which a friend
helped me install in a Taco Time parking
jot during an afternoon/evening cruise-in. |
later had it painted black; had the dual black

Ford rally stripes put on, installed black
taillight open-slotted covers, purchased the
16-inch stock wheels with Ford spinners

(it came with steel wheels and hubcaps of
all things), added a carbon fiber dash kit,
added billet A/C and radio knobs, door jock
pins, shift boot ring, map light accents, and
a billet shift knob. The shift knob was tricky
because the one | wanted had V6 engraved
in the flat surface and only fit up to a 2004
Mustang. | ordered it anyway and found a
machine shop that would retap it to fit my
Hurst Competition Plus short shifter. From
there, | recovered the existing cloth seats
with leather GT takeoffs (not the
easiest job in the world) and de-
tailed the engine bay by adding
red pony logo billet engine caps,
neon green wire loom, added a
Tunable Induction cold air intake
custom-painted Legend Lime
Green, installed a custom-painted
plenum cover (Legend Lime with
black fins on top), and converted
the single exhaust to Pypes true
duals, with X-pipe, mids and
Magnaflow mufflers and tips.
The Mustang sits a bit lower

now due to Steeda Sport Sprints &2
and GT shocks and struts. [t still .
needed something, so | added a biack front
chin spoiler. Boy, do people look at this car
differently now.

Everywhere you look, magazines, rallies,
ads on TV, etc,, all promote higher-powered
cars like Shelby, Saleen, GTs, and the like. Let
me tell you, this car is no slouch. It has
enough comph 1o get out there and move
along. | routinely go on cruises with about
16 other Mustang owners. | had the small-
est engine of the cars that went and was the
only female driver. | kept up pretty well with
the big boys. At one point, | passed a car
at 92mph and didnt even have to put my
foot into it. | could have gone much faster. it
has great response and handling. It is most
definitely under-rated. Since then, | have had
the car dyno'd. it pulled 253hp at the crank
and 215rwhp and got up to

134mph in 4th gear.

At the Mustang Round-
up in Bellevue, Washing-
ton, in 2008, | discovered |
had the most unique car of
the newer cars. Out of alf
the 2005-2008 Mustangs
there, none looked like
mine. Mine was the only
Legend Lime car there
with black stripes. Green
Mustangs were scarce. The
two other green ones there
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were not modified. It was nice to have the
only one of its kind. | found out the car's
build date and registered with the Legend
Lime Registry, #00339. | display its num-
bers proudly on my front bumper.

in April 2008, | took the car to the Fabulous
Fords Forever Show at Knott's Berry Farm.
There were 16 Legend Lime Mustangs there.
| was interviewed by a national Mustang

| magazing, a picture of the car’s engine bay

appeared in their October 2008 issue. For

the first time since I've owned Mustangs,

my little V6 green car, EVO, took awards at
almost every show | entered it in. | am still not

done with it. My goal is to make this Mustang
a safe, 400-hp car. I'm currently doing my
homework on the different ways of accom-
plishing that on a shoestring budget.

The best message | can pass along to
prospective Mustang owners is this. Don't
believe for a moment that the V6 is under-
powered and is only a distant relative to the
Mustang V8. It is far from it. It will definitely
get out of its own way and everybody
else’s. It moves right along, and may possi-
bly cause you to get speeding tickets if you
don't watch it. Iif you don't have it specially
tuned for performance add-on's, it will still
run just fine on regular gas, which is some-
thing the V8 cars can't boast. There many
upgrades for a V6.

i would not wish for a different color for
any reason. The Legend Lime cars will be
a rarity because they were only available
for 2005 and 2006. | also have obtained
several small models of the Legend Lime
Mustang. I've added black stripes and
spoilers to most of them to make them
match my car.

| believe, as time goes on, there will be
more iterns and add-ons available for the V6.
Who knows, maybe | will achieve my dream
of this becoming either a supercharged or a
dual turbocharged VB someday?

In the meantime, | will continue to drive a
V6 and be proud of it.



Greg'lfa'ssldy o
Sllver Sprlngs, MB

BT

n the late 60's, | learned to drive

on my Mom's 1965 Mustang

coupe (Bronze, 289 w/AC), but

had to part with it when | moved
out. Then came a 14-year spell of riding
and road racing motorcycles. | met my
wife then, and we suffered through an
old van and a new Civic. By 1985, we
got her a Black Mustang GT that she
loved. Then came the kids, minivans,
and the Mustang went for a 1990 T-Bird
SuperCoupe, which was all mine. By
2001, the T-Bird was acting up, and |
wanted another Mustang "so | could
always find parts for it." But | knew |
wanted something special, so we an-
swered an ad for a blue Mustang Cobra.
We spotted the Bright Atlantic Blue
Cobra on the dealer's lot from a block
away; we knew it was our next car. |
drove it home that day. We had planned
to keep it stock, like the previous cars,
but | had been out of road racing for
too many years. Once | found out about
Open Track events, | took the money
from selling some of our motorcycles,
and put in a roll bar, rear gears, braided
brake lines, and hit the track. And have
been modifying it and running it at Open
Track events ever since.

I've become active in a
number of Mustang and Cobra
clubs, both local and national.
And have gone to shows,
planned cruises, and even
been to the drag strip and

autocrosses with it. But in my opinion,
that's just too much waiting for too little
track time.

Most of the work was done by Brooks
Performance, Chambersburg, PA, Bill's
Automotive Performance, Silver Springs,
MD, and me.
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MODIFICATIONS

CHASSIS

Brooks Perfarmance Stage IV Sus-
pension including: Kenny Brown sub
frame connectors and Extreme Matrix
system, Maximum Motorsports pan
hard rod, '95 Cobra R springs, Bilstein
shocks/struts, KB lower control arms,
urethane bushings, 3.90 gearing,
Brembo calipers and rotors, brake cool-
ing ducts, Steeda bumpsteer kit, X-2 ball
joints, Custom front cross-brace with KB
G-Load brace, Steeda adjustable rear
sway bar, Cobra R 17x9 wheels w/BFG
R1 slicks (17x8 wheels with full tread
Proxie RATs for rain). Stein Replica 17x9
wheels with Falken Azenis RT-615 tires
for the street,

ENGINE

BBK cold air intake, Canton roadrace
oil pan, Magnaflow catted X-pipe, SLP
Loudmouth 1 catback, Odyssey battery.

INTERIOR

Autopower roll bar, Hunsaker seats,
6 pt G-Force harness, MGW shifter, oil
pressure/oil temp/water temp gauges.




andy Boleware is a member of Oklahoma Mustang
Club, MCA, and Deadhorse Mustangs. Sandy's

GT is frequntly seen at the drag strip and on local
road courses as well. Known as the “Kauz,” the
2003 Sonic Blue GT sports a K&N filter, CAl, Magnaflows, retro
gauges, and a chin spoiler.

Having owned the car since “its birth,” Sandy states, “This
is my dream car. All my friends are afraid to even breathe
around it.”

The GT runs 14.4 in the quarter and Sandy has won al final
runs. The Mustang has also run on the road track for more
than two years, and has never failed to win. Additionally, for
four vears running, the Sonic Blue GT has placed in the MCA's
Daily Driver class.

. 1988 Saleen
Sertal #88-0583

;: - . M:ke Faley Bmmtree, MA

| ike Foley bought his 1988 Saleen in 1995. She
seved as his daily driver for quite some time,
She's now relegated to weekends. Mike calls

 his Saleen an ongoing project, although he

- has "spruced her up” over the past few years.

. From the photos, it appears Mike and his son, F’addy hoth

- enjoy attending car shows. Here they took Mike's Saleento a

show in Rhode Island.

: Mike said that he found photographmg a Black car tough,
like trying to take a picture of a mirror with nothing reflected

in it. He's 100-percent correct. It's difficult but he did a great

 job. And, it also makes me want to run home and get his car's

~ older brother out of my garage and take it for a drive.
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