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editor of Mustang Times. I'd
honestly have to say getting
to shows and meeting MCA
members tops the list. But, a close
second is being invited to drive the
latest model Mustangs. Every Mustang
journalist has to be delighted when the
invitation comes from Ford to go on
long-lead for a new model. When the
invitation came for the GT500, | was en-
thusiastic, but not quite ecstatic. If you
remember, when the 2007 GT500 first
came out | was not overly impressed.
However, after Shelby Automobiles got
their capable hands on the car and de-
veloped the KR and the SuperSnake, my
impressions changed drastically. In fact,
| had heard indirectly that Carroll Shelby
wasn't so happy with my assessment
of the earlier GT500, and having had a
great deal of respect for the man since
he developed the Shelbys of the ‘60's, |
have to admit | was a little afraid. Given
the opportunity to spend several hours
with him last summer in Tulsa, | had the
opportunity to explain my reasoning.
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Well, that's all water under the bridge.
The 2010 GT500 exceeds every expecta-
tion that | could have had. In early April,
| was among many journalists who flew
to San Francisco to meet up with the
SVT team, Jim Owens from Shelby,
and several top guns from Ford Motor
Company to drive the GT500 for two
days, in varying road and track configu-
rations, culminating with a day at Infin-
eon Raceway. On hand were Hermann
Salenbauch, Director Advanced Product
Creation 7 Global Performance Vehicles;
Jamal Hammedi, Chief Nameplate
Engineer SVT; Andrew Vrenko, Vehicle
Dynamics Engineer; Patrick Hespen, PR
& Communications Director SVT Team;
Fritz Wilke, Performance and Enthusiast
Events Marketing Manager; Sandra
Badgett, Product News Manager for
Ford; and Jim Owens, Vice President of
Marketing for Shelby Automobiles.

The first day’s drive was through the
winding mountains of northern California.
We began with a photo op overlooking the
Golden Gate Bridge. Paired with another
journalist, off we went on a 80-plus-mile
trek to our first resting destination. After
a brief respite, we drove off for a leisurely
afternoon of putting the 500 through its
paces, testing every aspect of the vehicle,

interior compartment to engine and sound
system to supercharger.

To say that this is the ultimate GT500
| have ever driven is an understatement.
Taking many engineering cues from the
GT500KR, Ford's SVT Team and Shelby
have created one awesome automobile,
The styling of the 2010 Mustang has
grown on me more and more, but the
styling of the GT500 hit me hard at first
glance. Having owned several early model
Shelbys, one of the first things | noticed
was the Cobra badge on the front grille
was moved to the opposite side. Knowing
Mr. Shelby’s penchant for keeping things
uniform shall we say, to me it could only
mean one thing. There must be more
power in the form of cold air induction,
which would have been slightly inhibited if
the Cobra stayed where it's always been.
My theory proved to be quite true.

Ford’s SVT improved the driving
dynamics of the 2010 GT500 utilizing ad-
vancements made to the KR. The chassis
was lowered and massaged to reduce ride
height, stiffening the coupe and convert-
ible improving overall body contral, roll
stiffness and gradient. Jamal Hammedi
explained, “What we came out with was
a chassis that feels more controlled and
reacts faster.”




During our morning briefing by the
engineering team, we learned about
Ford's AdvanceTrac® Electronic Stability
Control®, which offers several perfor-
mance options. The default mode is “on,”
which accommodates daily driving, but a
sport mode offers more for the driver who
desires to test the GT500 on a track. While
the system can be completely turned to
"“off,” the anti-lock brake system and other
active safety systems remain in working
mode. The standard safety equipment
in the 2010 GT500 includes dual-stage
front air bags, side-impact air bags, and
Ford’s personal safety system, Personal
Safety System™ (seat belt pre-tensioners,
load limiting retractors, dual stage front
air bags, driver seat position sensing &
crash severity sensing). We also were
informed that the 2010 produces 540hp,
40 more than its predecessor, and 510 lb-ft
torque by a 5.4-liter, 330cid, dual overhead
cam, supercharged and intercooled V8
engine. To reduce air restriction, it has an
open-element air induction system with
a conical air filter instead of the flat-panel
closed system. The cold air intake chan-
nels directly into the air box increasing
horsepower. Thus, Carroll Shelby was
not opposed to moving the Cobra badge.
The aluminum power dome hood was

designed to help cool the engine through
functional hood extractors.

The Tremec 6-speed manual transmis-
sion was upgraded with a twin-disc clutch
creating a better driving experience and
less noise vibration. The discs have been
increased by 34mm, measuring 260mm
in diameter and are made of copper and
fiberglass. Replacing a floating intermedi-
ate disc are six straps controlling clutch
engagement. First through 4th gears were
unchanged, however 5" and 6™ gears
were adjusted to lower engine RPM and
improve fuel economy. Final drive ratio is
3.65:1, which we all know improves ac-
celeration in lower gears complementing
the revision of 5th and 6th gears. Between
engine throttle body and air filter, SVT
engineers placed a resonator to keep
noise levels down. One comment that |
know will be made continually by most
of us who are “old-school gear heads” is
that the sound is too quiet. While the dual
exhaust provides a slightly throaty note,
it's not overpowering. In fact, it's fairly
quiet in my opinion. Stopping power is
provided by huge, four-wheel disc brakes
with Brembo 4-piston aluminum front
calipers.

If you like the design of the 2010
Mustang, and you are appreciative of the

Shelby style, you can’t help but love the
2010 GT500. The Mustang quietly and
elegantly screams “SHELBY,” and for me it
was love at first-sight.

The wheels are 19-inch painted forged
aluminum. The convertible wears 18-inch
bright machined aluminum, both are
shod with Goodyear F1 super car tires
to improve grip. Of course, how can you
have a Shelby without stripes? Race-
inspired, over-the-top stripes and GT500
side stripes are prominent, and available
in several color choices. From the top and
lower honeycomb front grilles, which have
some specific areas blocked off to help
maintain cooling and aerodynamics, to the
unique Shelby front and rear fascias, to
the rear decklid spoiler with a Gurney Flap
to increase downforce, there is no doubt
this is a true Shelby. ’
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The interior has been reworked The
interior has been reworked as well. The
leather seats replicate whatever color
stripes you choose on the exterior. If
vou have Grabber Blue stripes, the
interior seats will sport Grabber Blue
suede stripes as well. And, not just
regular suede, both the steering wheel
and seats sport Alcantara® inserts. The
grip of the steering wheel is, to me, just
perfect. The seats are extremely com-
fortable, making it possible to imagine
a cross-country jaunt in the new 500.
The dash is brushed aluminum accented
with dimples, which Ford says is reflec-
tive of cross-drilled brake rotors. The Q-
ball shifter is really a cue ball. Specially
machined for Shelby by a cue-ball man-
ufacturer, the shifter is white with dual
“racing stripe” accents. Interior options

include a Voice-activated Navigation
system, SYNC, Serious Satellite radio,
dual-zone electronic automatic tempera-
ture control, Shaker 1000 audio system
with 6-disc in-dash CD/MP3 capability
and 10 speakers. Although you may opt
for Ford’s MyColor™ interior lighting,
the SVT logo on the doorsill scuff plate
will only be illuminated in red. And, as
Patrick Hespen stated, “How could we
utilize any other color?”

You can check out the sidebar begin-
ning on page 26 for a total list of specif-
ics, but | have to tell you what it feels
like to drive this refined beast. | have
learned to have no expectations when
testing a new car. | can say that | love
the looks of the 2010, so | immediately
was enthralled with the appearance of
the GT500. continued on page 22




continued from page 20

The front end seems to call out to
you as you approach the vehicle. As

| stated before, the interior seating is
comfortable and has adjustable lumbar
support. The handling is superior. Jamal
Hammedi stated, ..."We wanted to give
the steering more feel and have the car
really feel it's connected to the road.”
Weil, Jamal, mission accomplished. The
acceleration of the Shelby gives you

the impression of way more than 540
horsepower. With the gearing at 3.55:1,
it obviously accelerates quickly. The
twin-disc clutch system does make the
GT500 easy to handle and easy to drive.
The clutch was fairly effortless and
smooth, though not too spongy. The
short-throw shifter was easy and not too
notchy, and the cue ball is positioned
perfectly. | like to drive a car that | can
manhandle, one that allows me to feel
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the ride and the road. This car is all of
that and more. It's fun and easy to drive,
it's sporty and luxurious at the same
time. It's elegant and powerful, mean
and beautiful. Interior noise js virtually
non-existent. You can cruise along at
speed and still carry on a conversation
with a passenger, if you wish. Or, you
can crank out your favorite tunes on the
Sirius radio or via your MP3 player, and
enjoy the drive.

| have been trying to figure out what
to purchase as a replacement for my
daily driver. Having driven some of the
most awesome Mustangs imaginable, |
have decided on a 2010 Shelby GT500!
In fact, | had made up my mind within
one hour of driving this car. The overall
improvements to the 2010 make it remi-
niscent of driving the GT500KR, without
the price tag.

e e ————

Carroll Shelby will always give the
same answer when asked this question,
“What is your favorite Shelby automo-
bile?” He always says, “The next one.”
About the 2010 GT500, Shelby stated,
“We're proud of the many enhance-
ments jointly developed by the FORD
and Shelby Automobile teams that
we’ve incorporated into the new model,
Building on what we learned to create
the Shelby GT500KR, this new car offers
a great combination of power, handling,
and braking. It is truly a special car that
is a great deal of fun to drive,” That,
honestly, says it all!

Now, my only decision left is which
color combnation: Kona Blue with Silver
stripes, Triple Black, or Black with Grab-
ber Blue stripes. I'll let you know my
final choice when | place the order! MT

continued on page 24




...first through a figure 8,
then at the drag strip,
finally on their road course.
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SHELBY GTS500

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

Standard Equipment:

ENGINE

+ V-8 manufactured in Romeo, Michigan

* [ron Block and Aluminum Heads ;

* Cast Iron Intake manifold, roots-type supercharger and air-to-water intercooler; 9.0psi Boost
» Cast iron exhaust manifold, forged steel crankshaft, dual=bore 60mm, electronic throttle body
* Valvetrain: DOHC, 4 valves per cylinder

» Valve Diameter: Intake 37.0mm; Exhaust 32.0 mm

* Forged aluminum Pistons

* Connecting Rods: Cracked forged steel I-beams

¢ |gnition: coil-on-plug

* Bore x stroke: 3/552 x 4/165 in / 90.22 x 105.8 mm

+ Displacement: 330cid/ 5,409¢cc

* Horsepower: 540hp @ 6200 rpm

* Torque: 510 Ib-ft @ 4500 rpm

* Fuel: Premium only; 16-gallon capacity, electrenic returnless sequential injection

DRIVETRAIN AND TRANSMISSION

* Rear-wheel drive
* Tremec TR6060 6-speed manual
» 3.55 final drive gear ratio

SUSPENSION RND STEERING

* Independent McPherson strut front with “Reverse L lower control arm, 34mm stabilizer bar
» Three-link solid axle with coil springs
* Rack and pinion steering with power assist

BRAKES

» 4-wheel power disc, four-channel anti-lock braking, electronic brake force
distribution/traction control

* Front: Brembo 14-inch diameter vented discs, four-piston aluminum calipers

* Rear: 11.8-inch diameter vented discs, two piston calipers

TIRES RAND WHEELS

* Tires (Coupe): P255/40Z19 front tires, P295/35ZR 19 rear tires

» Tires (Convertible): P255/45Z18 front tires, P285/40ZR18 rear tires

* Wheels {Coupe): 19 x 9.5 forged aluminum with SVT center caps

* Wheels (Convertible): 18 x 9.5 cast aluminum with SVT center caps

MAJOR STANDRARD EQUIPMENT

» Audio: Shaker 500, AM/FM stereo with six-disc CD/MP3 capable player w/eight speakers
w/6-month SIRIUS® satellite radio subscription {(N/A in AK or HI)

EXTERIOR

» Unigue GT500 badging on faux gas cap, SHELBY badging on rear decklid

* Convertible top in Black cloth

» Exhaust: Stainless tuned dual with catalytic converters, X crossover pipe, 4-inch tips

* Fascia—unique GT500 body colored front and rear; black front air dam

* Fog lamps in front lower fascia continued on page 28
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continued from page 26

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

* Unique upper grille with Cobra emblem {passenger side)

* Unique hood with air extractor

* Remote keyless entry with trunk release, power mirrors

* Unique body-keyed decklid spoiler, with Gurney flap

* LeMans racing stripes (hood, top, decklid; GT500 side stripes {Coupe)

s LeMans racing stripes (hood, decklid} and side stripes {Convertible)

* Quad reflector headlamps w/integral park/turn lamps

* Aluminum hood (w/ large single heat extractor)

* 18 X 9.5-inch Aluminum Wheels; Goodyear Eagle F1 Supercar Tires {P255/45ZR18
Front & P285/40ZR18 Rear) Convertible Only

* 19 X 9.5-inch Aluminum Wheels; Goodyear Eagle F1 Supercar Tires (P255/40ZR19
Front & P285/35ZR19 Rear) Coupe Only

INTERIOR

* Manual climate control

* Power door locks

* Ambient Lighting with MyColor™ 125 color gauge backlighting, illuminated entry

» Center console with full armrest, storage, cup holders, locking storage

* Two covered cupholders

* Soft vinyl door trim inserts

* |Instrument center includes boost gauge and message center, SVT graphics

* Front door map pockets '

* Two power points

» Door Sill scuff plates, with bright SVT script insert

» AdvanceTrac® Electronic Stability Control

» Airbags—Dual Stage front and side impact

* Keyless Entry—remote

* LATCH (Lower anchors & tethers for Children) system

» Anti-Theft Perimeter Alarm (incl. perimeter inclination & intrusion alarms)

» SecuriLock® Passive Anti-Theft (PATS)

* Tire pressure monitoring system (TPMS)

* Floor Mats—1% Row w/ Silver perimeter stitching and GT500 embroidered loge

* | eather sport bucket seats w/ racing stripes coordinated to exterior stripes & Alcantera®
accents; 6-way power driver’s seats with power lumbar, 2-way adjustable headrest

* Steering Wheel—Tilt Leather and Alcantera® with unique thumb pads

» Windows ~ Power, Driver & Passenger Global Open

* Shifter — Short-throw with unique Q-ball shift knob

OPTIONS

* Delete Stripes on Coupe and Convertible

» Shaker 1000 watt audio system: AM/FM stereo, in-dash, 6-disc CD/MP3 player, 10 speakers
+ HID Headlamps (late availability)

* Electronics Package: Voice activated navigation and dual electronic auto temperature control

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR COLORS

* Torch Red with White, Satin Black or Silver stripes

+ Kona Blue Metallic with White or Silver stripes

* Grabber Blue with White or Red stripes

* Performance White with Blue, Red, Silver or Satin Black stripes

* Brilliant Silver Metallic with Satin Black stripes

» Black with White, Satin Black, Silver, or Blue stripes

» Sterling Grey Metallic with Satin Black or Silver stripes

* Interior: Charcoal Black seats with Black, White, Silver, Blue, Red seat stripes
+ Convertible in Black cloth only
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